Sunday, August 22, 2010
 “A Sudden Evacuation”
Introduction:
· “An Ordinary Day”

· 2 futuristic events:
1. The Rapture

2. The Second Coming
· Revelation 1.7 “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him.” (Zech. 14.3-5; Rev. 19.11-21)
· John 14.1-3 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.”

· 1 Thessalonians 4.13-18

·  Rapture means: “to seize; to snatch; to be caught up.”

I. The Purpose of Paul’s Words about the Rapture

· 1 Thessalonians 4.13-14

       A. To Erase Ignorance
· 1 Thessalonians 4.13a “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren . . .”
       B. To Explain “Death”
· 1 Thessalonians 4.13b “Concerning those who have fallen asleep . . .”

· Asleep (Koimaw): “to sleep in death”

· John 11.11 “These things He said, and after that He said to them, ‘Our friends Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.’”

· Acts 7.60 “Then he (Stephen) knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord do not charge them with this sin.’ And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”

· Acts 13.36 “For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers,. . .”

· 1 Corinthians 15.20 “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the fristfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”
· Koimeterion: “ a rest house for strangers; a sleeping place.”

      C. To Encourage Hope
· 1 Thessalonians 4.13c-14 “. . . lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.”

· God will perform the same miracle in our lives!

2. The Promise about the Rapture
· 1 Thessalonians 4.15 “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.”

· Don’t take what he says lightly.

· What he says is a direct revelation.

3. The Process in the Rapture
     A. There will be a Return
· 1 Thessalonians 4.16a “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.”

· Acts 1.11 “Men of Galilee, who do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

     B. There will be a Resurrection
· 1 Thessalonians 4.16b “And the dead in Christ shall rise first.”

      C. There will be a Rapture
· 1 Thessalonians 4.17a “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up.”

· Caught Up (Harpazo): “to snatch out or away speedily.”

· 1 Corinthians 15.52 “. . . in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

· Some examples:

Enoch – Hebrews 11.5

Elijah – 2 Kings 2.11

A Man – 2 Corinthians 12.2-4

Jesus – Acts 1.10-11

      D. There will be a Reunion
· 1 Thessalonians 4.17 “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”

· “Then” is an adverb of sequence
4. The Purpose of Paul’s Words about the Rapture (Revisited)
      D. To Express Comfort
· 1 Thessalonians 4.18a “Therefore comfort one another with these words.”
· Comfort (Parakaleo): “to continually give comfort; to console; to feel less sadness or disappointment; to soothe.”

5. So . . . .
      A. Be looking for the Lord!

· Titus 2.13 “ . . . looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”

· Philippians 3.20-21 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”

· 1 Thessalonians 1.10 “. . . and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.”

      B. Be living for the Lord!

· Titus 2.11-14

· 2 Peter 3.11 “. . . What manner of persons ought you to be in conduct and godliness.”

· 2 Peter 3.14 “Therefore . . . looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found in Him in peace, without spot and blameless.”

· 1 John 2.28 “ . . . Abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before his coming.”

· 1 John 3.2-3 “ . . . And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

     C. Be leading others to the Lord!

· Matthew 28. 19-20

· Isaiah 32.4 “You are my witnesses.”

· 2 Corinthians 3.12 “Seeing then that we have such hope, we use plain speech . . .” 









